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ABSTRACT
Transcripcion y Edicion del Catalogo Real de Castilla,

autografo inedito de Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo y Valdés

by
Evelia Ana Romano de Thuesen

The bulk of the dissertation is a transcription and critical analysis
of a valuable autographic manuscript from the 16th century that
concerns the genealogy of the reigning houses of Spain and Europe and
their relationships, focusing on the ascendants of Charles V. At the
same time it develops the chronology of the empire since the very first
emperor, during the Roman era, Cayo Julio Ceasar and concludes with
the account of Popes, since Saint Peter. The document is laying in the
Escorial Library, Spain, not only without having been transcribed and
published but without ever having been well studied.

The author Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo was an active
participant in all the events related to the early colonization of the
Americas, and he became the first crown appointed Chronist of Indias
the same year he finished the Catalogo Real and presented it to the

Emperor's wife. Eventually, he also reached the position of Governor of
Santo Domingo, where he wrote a good part of the document based on

material in his personal library and the rich memories of his exceptional
life. Since it was composed not many years after the encounter with the
New World, it is a valuable historical account of the social and political
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state of the ruling empire, particularly the last section which is devoted
to contemporary figures and facts.

The transcription is introduced by a brief biographical and
bibliographical review. The introduction inserts the Catalogo within the
general written work of the governor of Santo Domingo and places it
significantly in the course of his intense life, many aspects of which
still remain partially unfolded. It considers the Catélogo from the
historical, literary and linguistic perspectives.

The text is furnished with footnotes when they will substantially
and critically clarify, amplify or rectify the content of the manuscript,
paying particular attention to the recognition of sources. An appendix at
the end displays the genealogical trees and drawings done by Oviedo,

in order to show the esthetic and plastic dimension of the manuscript.
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